Background
• Increases in homocysteine produce proportionate increases in intimal hyperplasia
• Role of the N-methyl-D-aspartate receptor (NMDAr) and its affinity for homocysteine
• Objectives of this study:
1. Detect the expression of NMDAr in both rat carotid artery tissue and rat aortic endothelial cells (RAEC) 2. Determine whether homocysteine affects the endothelium in terms of cellular replication -Noncompetitive antagonist MK801
Hypothesis
NMDAr exists in the vascular endothelium and homocysteine works through this receptor to initiate cellular proliferation at the endothelial level. 
